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JUN 9 '~i3
Ms. Donna Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: PR Docket No. 92-235

Dear Ms. Searcy:

FCC MArl ROOM

Request that the enclosed comments be accepted after the due date. As noted on
the attached envelope, the U.S. Postal Service damaged the envelope and did not
return the material until June 1, 1993. The comments were originally mailed on
May 19, 1993.

Thank you for any consideration you can give us in this important matter.

Sincerely,

Richard G. Roley
Assistant Telecommunications Manager
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May 18,1993

MI. Donna Searcy
8ecIetary
Federal CommunieatiOlls Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
WashiJl&ton, D.C. 2OSS4

RE: PR Docket No. t2-23.S

Dear Ms. Searcy:

As the responsible aamcy for providina radio communicatioN IelViceI for State apncies and
fMquency coordiDation ICIVk:e for the nuiority of the state and locallovemment public safety
aaeacies in the State of Geoqia, the Department of Administrative Services, Telecom
munications Division COIDIIleAds the Federal CommunicatioDJ Commission for its efforts to more
efficiently use spectrum allocated to the private land mobile radio Iel'Yices below S12 Mhz.
However, upon review of the proposed new part 88, we have determined that the proposed rules
will create significant economic and operational problems for the state and local government
agency radio users below S12 MHz.

The proposed rules do not provide a migration path for apncies to make a p1Idual chanpout
of equipment. This will require most aaeaciea to completely chanae all their equipmeat at the
outlet before the equipment is fully amortized. Since many of the Jaw enforcemalt aaeadea
coordinate with :federal law enforcement apncies, this will require two radioI in the vehicles
to communicate with local and federallleacies. Also the proposed methodology for reducing
the hue station transmitter power will significantly reduce coveraae areas, and require lleacies
to purchase base station equipment, towers, antennas, etc., to reinstate the original coveraae,
or replace equipment that could not be reduced in power.

The immediate deviation reduction to 3 KHz will result in III effective ranae reductioB of 40"
and insufficient audio output power in hiP noise lIeU. Also the reduced deviation will caDle

toae-coded squelch and paaer decoder failures. A ~ority of the law cafon:ement aaencia
utilize scanners which will be severely affected by the deviation reduction.
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The State of Geoqi.a presently has five mutual aid channell in the frequency bands below
S12 MHz. The use of theIe channels bas proven to be cri.tiaIl in many situations in public safety
opaations. The proposed rules do not provide for the coatinuatiort of these type of channel•.
Without the mutual aid channels law enforcemeat officen, fire fiahten IDd other public safety
penonael will find it difficult, if not impossibJe, to have iDter-apncy radio communications.
Thia lack of communication. will result in life threateni"l Iituationa for public safety penonael.

Based OIl the present quantities of radio units, 1050 bale stations, 81SO mobiJa and SSOO
portables, the estimated minimum coat is S7S,OOO,OOO for the State of Geoqi.a to comply with
the new rules. This will sipificantly impact the State budget. The economic conditions at this
time for State and locallovemmenta are in the fea)very staae and the budaeta cannot absorb
tbe&e costs without reductiona in other services. Even without the additional costs for repJaciD&
radio equipment the budgets are being stretehod due to increuin& costa in health care, education,
infrutructure repairs, and other lovernme&t 1etYicea. 1"be economic ilDplCt to imp1emeot the
proposed rules and maintain an equivaJ.cnt level of radio COIDDlUDication .-vices is not feuible
for Geoqia state and localaovemment agencies.

At active participants of APeO Project 2S, we believe that the results of this project will meet
the objectives out1ined by the Federal CommUDicationa Commiuion. All partidpanta, Slate,
local and federallovemment, realize that more efficient \lie of the spectnun is zequired to meet
the ever increuin& radio communications needs, but there must be a miara&ion pUb that will
provide a Rlsonable eco&OIIlical and ope.ratioDal impact. This is ooc of the objectivea of APeO
Project 2S. We request that the Federal CommUDicationa Commission consider the iuuea
diacussed above prior to approving Part 88 as proposed.
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